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This book chapter sets the celebrated frieze in the Villa of the Mysteries within the larger 
architectural layout of the residence to address the question of whether the frieze decorated a 
room primarily intended for female activities. It argues that when the comparatively large 
size, opulent decoration, and remote location of Room 5 are considered within their 
architectural context, then it becomes clear that the room functioned principally as a space for 
special occasions enjoyed by household members and audiences of mixed genders. The 
paucity of archaeological finds associated with the room means that a more specific function 
cannot be assigned to the room.   


